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Sirhan Is Called Unable to Plan Killing 



By DOUGLAS ROBINSON 

Special to The New York Times 

LOS ANGELES, March 11 — 
Sirhan B. Sirhan was described 
by a clinical psychologist to- 
day as not having the mental 
capacity to “rationally and 
meaningfully’ premeditate the 
fatal shooting of Senator Rob 
ert F. Kennedy. 

The psychologist, Dr. Martin 
— . Schorr, in his second day 
as a defense witness, also said 
that the defendant did not have 
the capacity to comprehend the 
“duty imposed by law” to act 
with malice aforethought. 

The testimony came at the 
end of Dr. Schorr’s interpreta- 
tion of a series of tests that 
indicated Sirhan was a para 
noid who also showed tend- 
encies toward hypomania and 
schizophrenia. 

Emile Zola Berman, one of 
Sirhan’s three defense lawyers 
asked Dr. Schorr if “in your 
pinion as a doctor of psy- 
hology could any person such 
as you’ve described have the 
mental capacity to maturely 
and rationally reflect and pre- 
meditate on his contemplated 
act, the unlawful filling of a 
human • being with malice 
aforethought?” 

“As you state the question, 

. do not think this man can 
rationally and meaningfully pre- 
meditate,” Dr. Schorr an 
swered. 

‘Duty Imposed by Law’ 

Then, Mr. Berman asked: 
‘Could any such individual 
have the mental capacity to 
comprehend his duty to govern 
his action in accordance with 
the duty imposed by law and 
thus have the mental capacity 
to act with malice afore- 
thought?” 

“No;” Dr. Schorr answered. 
Although Sirhan has admitted 
on the witness stand that he 
killed Mr. Kennedy last June 
at the Ambassador Hotel, his* 



lawyers are contending that he 
acted under “diminished 
capacity.” 

Under state law, a jury must 
find Sirhan guilty of a lesser 
crime than first degree murder 
if the defense can prove that 
he could not' have given ma- 
ture and rational consideration 
to his crime. 

The two questions and the 
psychologist’s answers followed 
a legal wrangle that broke out 
when Mr. Berman asked a 
similar question in the late 
morning. A lunch recess was 
called earlier than usual so the 
defense could rephrase the 
question to eliminate the prose- 
cution’s objection to parts of it 

Prosecution Psychologists 
During the recess, Lynn D 
Compton, the chief assistant 
district attorney, told newsmen 
in the corridor that he would 
bring in psychologists who 
would give other interpreta- 
tions of Dr. Schorr’s findings,. 
Then, somewhat bitterly, he 
added: 

“If you hate a guy a little bit 
and kill him, it’s murder; if you 
hate a guy a lot and kill him, 
you’re sick.” 

> This morning, Dr. Schorr 
discussed two more tests given 
the defendant in his jail cell 
last November — the Thematic 
Apperception Test and the 
Bender Gestalt Test. 

The psychologist, in his se 
cond day as a defense wit- 
ness, said that during the The- 
matic Apperception Testpicture 
are shown to the subject, who 
is then asked to make upastory 
about what he sees and about 
what he believer are the emo 
tions of the figures in the pic 
tures. 

After showing Sirhan several 
pictures, Dr. Schorr said, he 
asked his reaction to a blank 
card. Dr. Schorr went on: 

‘Sirhan said, ‘Tfris is the fig- 



ure of the arrogant, self- 
assured bastard, with the vic- 
torious smirk on his face. This 
is the true picture of the con- 
queror. It is the minister of Is- 
rael, Moshe Dayan (the Israeli 
Minister of Defense), and he’s 
looking down on people, but 
there’s a bullet that’s crashin 
through his brain.’ ” 

“I asked him,” Dr. Schorr 
said, “Where, if you were part 
of this scene, would you see 
yourself?’ and he replied, ‘Part 
of the scene? I am the scene. 
I’m the one killing him.’ ” 

The stories told by Sirhan 
bout the other picture cards in 
the test showed strong suicidal 
tendencies and a “strong urge 
to act out” his feelings, Dr. 
Schorr said. 

'Sirhan sees himself as a 
loner,” Dr. Schorr testified. “He 
is a Semite, but not a Jew. 
He is an Arab, but not 1 a Mos- 
lem. He has a family but no 
father. He came here as an 
immigrant, not an American. 
This is a man without an iden- 
tity.” 

In the Bender Gestalt Test, 
during which the subject is 
asked to copy a series of pic- 
tures and dots on a sheet" of 
paper, Dr. Schorr said that Sir- 
lan showed “a high degree of 
fragmentation.” 

The defendant’s figures, .the 
psychologist said, were the 
work of a “little schoolboy.” 
Sirhan, he continued, is com- 
pulsively accurate. 

‘Normal Logic’ Flawed 

“However, where normal logic 
is called for, he misses the 
boat,” Dr. Schorr said. “When 
detail is not important, he pays 
close attention.” 

This is an individual,” he 
went on, “who has lost control 
and functions as a psychotically 
disturbed man.” 

Dr. Schorr answered in the 
affirmative when Mr. Berman 




United Press International 

NOW SHE KNOWS: Donna Kay Howell, 7, this year’s*; 
Easter Seal child, after pointing to President Nixon yes--* 
terday and asking, “Who’s he?” Also appreciating remarks 
is comedienne, Carol Burnett, national Easter Seal chair - % 
man. The ceremony started the 1969 Easter Seal campaign 



asked whether Sirhan’s out- 
breaks in court two weeks ago 
were the actions of a psychot- 
ically disturbed person. Sirhan 
had dismissed' his attorney, 
asked to change his plea to 
guilty and requested execution. 

“It is usual for a paranoid 
to take the position that he 
knows more than anybody else,” 

| the psychologist explained. 
'“Sirhan is telling the judge that 1 
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he is a higher authority — parjtj 
of a supernatural authority.”** 
“In telling the judge that ha! 
v/ill not have the trial ‘shove<J! 
down his throat’ Sirhan is! 
showing that he feels he i$fi 
the helpless victim of the as^ 
saultive actions of others.” « 
“He’s a fighter of the alleys 
ways,” Dr. Schorr said. “He* 
has to attack— -that’s his only; 
defense.” 4 
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mm IS CALLED 
UNABLE TO PLAN 



tation and deliberation in a first 
degree murder verdict. 

“If you have any doubts in 
your minds so that' you can’t 
say to a moral certainty that 
Sirhan maturely and meaning- 
fully planned, premeditated and 
reflected on this crime, then 
you must find him guilty of 
second degree murder,” Mr. 
Cooper said. 

Yesterday, in his opening 
statements to the jury, Mr. 
Cooper stressed that he was 
not there “to free a guilty 
man.” The defense, he con- 
tinifed, was not asking for ac- : 
quittal of Sirhan. “Under the 
facts of this case, he deserves 
to spend the rest of his life 
jn the penitentiary,” Mr. Cooper 
said. 

Psychiatrist Recalled 

The attorney recalled the; 
testimony of Dr. Bernard L. j 
piamond, a psychiatrist who 
had described Sirhan’s mental 
state as “going downhill for at 
least a couple of years” and 
had said that “his ‘ brakes 
wouldn’t hold.” 

In the same context, Mr. 
Cooper reminded the jury of, 
Sirhan’s explosive outbursts in 
the courtroom that kept on 
even after Superior Court Judge 
Herbert V. Walker had threat- 
ened to control him with a 
leather face mask and leg irons 
if he continued to interrupt the 
proceedings. 

“Notwithstanding that ad- 
monition, the glue wouldn’t 
hold,” Mr. Cooper told the jury. 
“He couldn’t control himself. 
Now, I ask you, are these the 
actions of a man acting ma- 
turely and meaningfully?” 

The defense lawyer also 
talked of Sirhan’s notebooks 
and how he persisted in saying 
he could not remember writing 
the. threats against the lives of 
public officials, inqluding Sena- 
tor Kennedy. 

“He said ore- the witness 
ptand that although he couldn’t 
remember writing them, these 



Lawyer Says His Condition 
Before Killing Is Vital 



By DOUGLAS ROBINSON 

Special to The New York Times 

LOS ANGELES, April 11 — 
The chief defense attorney for 
Sirhan B. Sirhan suggested to- 
day that if the jurors really 
Relieved that the defendant 
killed Senator Robert F. Ken- 
nedy while in a self-induced 
trance, they would have to find 
him “not guilty by reason of 
insanity.” 

Thus, the attorney, Grant B. 
Cooper, appeared himself to be 
highly skeptical of testimony 
by a defense psychiatrist that 
Sirhan was in a “dissociative 
state” at the time of the killing. 

Mr. Cooper, who, in his clos- 
ing argument, has been press- 
ing the jury for a conviction 
of murder in the second degree, 
said that “it is beside the point” 
whether Sirhan. was in a hyp- 
notic state when he shot the 
Senator. 

“The question is not what his 
condition was at the time he 
fired the shots,” Mr. Cooper 
told the jury, “but his condi- 
tion during the time of pre- 
meditation. This is the issue in 
this case.” 

Three Options Explained 

The attorney, who began his 
summation late yesterday,’ has 
consistently hammered away at 
the theory that Sirhan was un- 
able to act in a “mature and 
meaningful” way in carrying 
out the assassination of Mr. 
Kennedy at the Ambassador 
Hotel. 

Mr. Cooper, speaking in a 
school-masterish voice, spent a 
good part of the morning ses- 
sion lecturing the jury on the 
various verdicts they could re- 
turn — first degree and second 
degree murder and manslaugh- 
ter. He referred frequently to 
charts on brown wrapping pa- 
per that he had placed on a 
blackboard. 

He repeatedly returned to 
his theme- that a conviction for 
second degree murder would be 
based on a finding of “modi- 
fied” premeditation and delib- 
eration as well as malice afore- 
thought, only slightly less than 
a finding of complete premedi- 



were the thoughts in his head 
at the time,” Mr. Cooper said. 

“He didn’t try to hide that 
these were his thoughts,” the 
attorney continued. “Maybe 
there is something to this am- 
nesia, because he wasn’t trying 
to hide his guilt.” 

Mr. Cooper also referred once 
again to the testimony of Dr. 
Martin M. Schorr, the San Diego 
psychologist who was the de- 
fense’s initial witness as to 
Sirhan’s mental state and who 
had given the defendant a bat- 
tery of personality tests in his 
jail cell. 

Describing Dr. Schorr as “the 
little man in the green suit,” 
the lawyer said he was “not 
too happy' with his testimony,” 



especially wnen tne psycnoi- 
ogist admitted that he had 
taken some' of the language of 
his report from “A Case Book 
of a Crime Psychiatrist” by a 
New ' York psychiatrist, Dr. 
James A. Brussell. 

“Frankly, I could have 
crawled under the table,” Mr. 
Cooper said with' a laugh. 
“Imagine, copying someone 
else’s work because it sounded 
better.” 

Defends Raw Datn 

He pointed out,' however, 
that the psychologist’s raw data 
from the tests given the de- 
fendant were “in Dr. Schorr’s 
own words and in Sirhan’s own 
words.” 

“There was nothing wrong 
with Dr. Schorr’s diagnosis that 
Sirhan was a schizophrenic 
paranoid because other psychol- 
ogists and psychiatrists, who 
judged the data independently, 
arrived at the same conclusion.” 

At least two of these experts, 
he reminded the jury, had origi- 
nally been retained by the pros- 
ecution. 

In the afternoon, as Mr. 



Cooper moved toward what he 
called “the home stretch,” the 
attorney characterized the dif- 
ferences among psychiatrists 
and psychologists on the Sirhan 
case as “honest differences of 
opinion,” adding that it was 
remarkable that there was 
the unanimity there was.” 

He reminded the jury that 
in their initial, examinations 
before the trial began they had 
pledged themselves not to be 
swayed by the fact that the 
victim was Senator Kennedy 
'‘Suppose the defendant in 
this case was a fellow by the • 
name of John Smith, Jose Gon- 
zales or George Washington 
Brown — in other words just 
one of the crowd — do you think 
you’d hesitate one minute in 
finding a verdict of second de- 
gree murder?” Mr. Cooper said 
“No, you’d do just that.” 



